TENSION 


THE 


D TRADITION! 





THE SHOCKING WIND-UP TO THIS ELECTRIFYING TALE 
JOLT YOU OUT OF YOUR SEATS! 


WILL 


HIS HANDS! HE CHUCKLED TO HIMSELF! THE 

DINNER-PARTY HAD BEEN SUCH A GOOD IDEA! 

BRINGING ALL OF THOSE PEOPLE TOGETHER AT. 

ONE TIME HAD BEEN A STROKE OF 6£%///S AND 

EVERYTHING HAD GONE SO MEZ / HE HUNG UP THE 
LY AND SURVEYED HIMSELF IN 


Г PRESENTABLES вит I (| 
SHOULD GO BACK TO 
THEM! I MUSTN'T KEEP 





BERNARD UNLOCKED THE BATHROOM DOOR AND HUR- 
RIED INTO THE DINING ROOM! HIS DINNER GUESTS SAT 
ABOUT THE TABLE IN SILENCE 7 NO ONE STIRRED! 
BERNARD GRINNED AT THEM... 


CLEAN UP ለ BIT BEFORE + 
WE TALKED THINGS OVER ^ 


А 
SHALL І JELL YOU HOW ALL 
THIS CAME ABOUT? WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO KNOW WHY YOU'RE ALL 
HERE...L/AE THIS? 


MOVED AROUND THE TABLE BEHIND 
HIS GUESTS HE STOPPED ІМ 
BACK OF FANNY...THE NURSE 
WHO'D ONCE WORKED FOR HIM... 


BERNARD LOOKED AT EACH GUEST‘ THERE WERE FIVE 
OF THEM AT THE TABLE, BESIDE HIMSELF! THERE 
WAS HIS WIFE, CORA...HIS BEST FRIEND, IRVING...HIS 
OLD-MAID AUNT, CLORISS. 


I SUPPOSE THIS DINNER 
HAS BEEN SOMEWHAT OF A 
SHOCK TO ALL OF YOU f 
YOU'RE ALL SO QU/E7 NOW 


Ё THIS 6 MY SON, JIMMY, 
Д FANNY / YOUR JOB WILL BE 
10 LOOK AFTER HIM... 
M ra 


TLL START WITH 
YOU, FANNY! YOU 
REMENBER WHEN 


HIM” JIMMY WAS A GOOD BOY! HE LOOKED JUST LIKE 
MY //7$7 WIFE, TOO! REMEMBER HOW YOU USED TO 
TAKE HIM FOR STROLLS?... 


IEMEMBER THE DAY IT HAPPENED, FANNY? YOU WERE 
REALLY CLEVER, WEREN'T YOU2 YOU STRAPPED 
JIMMY IN HIS STROLLER SO НЕ WOULDN'T WANDER OFF 
WHILE YOU FLIRTED WITH YOUR BOY- FRIEND... 





Hi, BEAUTIFUL! THAT'S 


በ ANT АМЕ, 
A NICE KID YOU'VE GOT 


HANDSOME ! I JAKE 
CARE OF LITTLE 
Boys! 


WHAT TIME DO YOU GET ABOUT EIGHT! 
OFF TONIGHT, BABY? GONNA JAKE МЕ 
SOMEPLACE 2 





REALLY CLEVER, WASN'T IT? YOU WERE SO YOU'D FORGOTTEN TO PUT ON THE BRAKE! THE SIDEWALK 
BUSY MAKING EYES AT YOUR LATEST FIND, YOU WASN'T LEVEL! THE STROLLER ROLLED RIGHT OFF THE. 
NEVER NOTICED THE STROLLER BEGIN TO AOL 
WHERE'D YOU LIKE) SOMEPLACE NICE! | 4 (GEE, BABY! | MAYBE YOU'D 
Ц TO GO, BABY? , Љу А NIGHT-CLUB, A NIGHT BETTER LOOK 

ста /፡ MAYBI 2 


И JIMMY'D BE AL/VE 
TODAY, FANNY! HE'D 
BE ALIVE TODAY 
IF YOU'D HAVE TROUBLES YOU 
USED A LITTLE CAUSED WHEN YOU 
SENSES ІТ WAS A WIPED ME OUT! 
STUPID THING 


pun =š THAT'S EXACTLY WHAT OKAY, JULIE! T LL DO WHAT 
THAT'S RIGHT! JUST PAD YOUR ҮҮ BUT, YOU'LL L WANT TO HAPPEN, YOU MANT BUT WE BETTER, 
BILLS TO OUR COMPANY! 7:72 | 60 BUSTED ቶሽ] 7 JOE! I WANT TO WIPE A 


OKAY THEM AND GIVE YOU FAST IF IDO 
W THAT, JULIUS! 





THAT'S WHEN I САМЕ TO YOU, 

AUNT CLORISSA! REMEMBER? 

I TOLD YOU THE WHOLE STORY! 
Ell, I TOLD YOU THAT IF 1 COULOW'T 


YOUR HEADS THAT'S THE STORY: 
1 rou'LL GET YOUR BERNIE! WE'RE 


MONEY SACK... THROUGH... 
WASHED UP ^ 


LITTLE SOMETHING YOU WERE BACK IN BUSINESS 
INSIDE TWO MONTHS” AND YOU THOUGHT I WAS 
STUPID YOU THOUGHT І D/DN'T KNOW IT WAS 


КЕМЕМВЕН WHAT YOU TOLD ME, AUNT GLORISSA? 
REMEMBER WHAT YOU SAID?. 


6000 FOR YOU, BERNIE!) BUT AUNT CLORISSA'I 
SERVES YOU A/GWT ^ I 


CAN BEAT THEM! FIVE 
TOLD YOU YOU'D END UP | THOUSAND'THAT'S ALL 


ME THROUGH TILL 1 
CAN PROVE THAT JULIUS 
/5 BEHIND THIS SCHEMES: 


I'M...SORRY, 
BERNIE! THANK 
GOODNESS, 
ያ HAVE A 
LITTLE SOME- 
THING TO 7/DE 


JULIUS! I'M. 
RUINED? 


WELL, BERNIE? HOW 
YOU WHO WAS FOOLISH, JULIUS! IT WAS YOU WHO 


YOU DO/W' LATELY? 
LONG TIME NO SEES 


OF LUCK! I'M HAVING A 
DINNER - PARTY NEXT 


j መ WEEK! YOU'RE INVITED... 
А 


FOR OLD-TIMES SAKES 





AND YOU GAME, DIDN'T YOU? YOU ADOŁ...YOU 

STUPID FOOL. WHAT DID YOU EXPECT WHEN YOU 

GOT HERE 2 WHAT DID YOU AZZ EXPECT? DID YOU 

HINK I INVITED YOU HERE OUT OF LOVE... AR/EWD- 

SHIP? DON'T YOU KNOW -I DESPISE EACH OF 
YOU FOR WHAT YOU 247 TO МЕ? 


WELL, I ANEW /T ALL THE 
TIME, CORA! YOU DIDN'T FOOL 
ME FOR A MINUTE / Y. KNEW 


WHAT YOU WERE DOING BEHIND 


HUH? WASHA 
MATTER? WHA' 
TIME ISH IT? 


SURPRISED, AREN'T YOU, 
IRVING? YOU THOUGHT YOU 
WERE SAFE” YOU THOUGHT 
ID NEVER SUSPECT MY 
BEST FRIEND OF TRYING 

Қ 72 STEAL MY WIFE! 


BERNARD MOVED AROUND THE TABLE STARING AT EACH 
OF THE FIVE PEOPLE SEATED BEFORE IT^ HE STOPPED 
BEHIND HIS WIFE AND LIT ANOTHER CIGARETTE... 
въ / DEAR, SWEET, STUPID CORA! MY 
‘LOVING’ WIFE ( YOU NEVER SUS- 
PECTED т. KNEW ABOUT YOU 
AND IRVING, DID YOU 2 








"Ном IGNORANT YOU BOTH WERE! 
HOW BLIND! WHY, I EVEN REMEM- 
BER THE NIGHT YOUR LITTLE 
AFFAIR BEGAN’ WED BEEN OUT 


LETS 60, IRVING! 
BERNARDS HAD A 
LITTLE TOO MUCH 
TO DRINK! т THINK 


BERNARD! SPEAK 
TO ME IRV! WHAT'S 
WRONG WITH HIM? 


HES PASSED OUT, СОВА! 
DONT WORRY! WELL PUT 
HIM TO BED AND HELL BE 





WELL! ITITS ነ МОТ JUST YET, 


‘YOU REMEMBER THAT NIGHT, СОНА? 

IRV CARRIED ME INTO THE HOUSE Я ( LATE.” I'D IRV! 1 WANT TO 

AND LAID ME ON OUR BED! AND J TALK TO You! 

YOU TOOK OFF MY SHOES! ЖМ 1т5 ABOUT y 
d BERNARD" 


REMENBER ?. 


IY, YOU'RE GOING TO S7/CA | BUT I DON'T LOVE 
WITH Hilt, GORA! HELL WEED | HIM,IRV! I... I 
YOU MORE THAN EVER A WEVER LOVED 
NOW! A WOMAN'S PLACE P= 5 ` 


А WOMAN DOESN'T 8440 ABOUT THOSE 
THINGS" AND THEN YOU HAD TO COME 





ANYTHING EVERYTHING? HE 
WAS W/PED OUT 
TODAY! I... I DONT 
KNOW WHAT I'M 
GOING TO DO! 


I ONLY MARA/ED HIM FOR 
HIS MONEY... THE MONEY HIS 
FIRST WIFE LEFT HIM DO 
YOU THINK ID HAVE MARRIED 





IT WASN'T SO ВАР TILL 
THEN! I EVEN FELT SORRY 
FOR HIM WHEN JIMMY DIED.“ 
BUT THEN YOU САМЕ НОМЕ... 
AND I FELL IN LOVE WITH ሰ 


| YOU'RE SURPRISED, AREN'T YOU, GORA? YOU 
DIDN'T THINK І WEARD WHAT WAS SAID THAT NIGHTS 
YOU THOUGHT I WAS OUT COLD ON THE BED... 
YOU...YOU FELL IN I GOULON'T HELP MYSELF, 
LOVE WITH МЕ? IRV! I TRIED TO 4/DE IT! 
I АМЕ YOU WERE HIS 
Ñ ZEST FRIENDS 


SE 
HE'S WORKING LATE, TONIGHT, DARLING f 


` WHY, YOU WERE SO ENGROSSED IN EACH OTHER, YOU 
DIDN'T EVEN HEAR ME OPEN THE BEDROOM DOOR...DIDN'T 
EVEN KNOW I WAS WATCHING..! 
YOU FOOLS YOU SILLY FOOLS 
WHY DIDN'T YOU TELL ME? WE'VE. 
WASTED ALL THIS TIMES WHY, 
I'VE LOVED YOU SINCE THE 
FIRST DAY I МЕТ YOUS 


он, IRV” IRV! 
KISS МЕ” 





COME SEE МЕ” 


STUPID STUPID! EVERY ONE 
OF YOU WERE STUPID? YOU 
DIDN'T THINK I ANEW./ 


YOU DIDN'T USE 
YOUR HEADSINONE 


OF YOU DID! 





BERNARD POUNDED THE TABLE IN ANGER! HIS GUESTS STIRRED! CORA PITCHED FORWARD! FANNY 
SLUMPED TO THE SIDE! /AV/NG SLID OFF HIS CHAIR AND DROPPED TO THE FLOOR! AUNT CLORISSA 


SAT STIFFLY! JUL/US SPRAWLED AGROSS HER LAP! BERNARD GRINNED AT THE DECAP/TATED CORPSES! 
HE RAISED A GLASS OF WIN 





BRACE YOURSELVES FOR THE SOLID IMPACT 
OF THIS GRIPPING NARRATIVE! 


THE SHERIFF MOVED THROUGH THE CROWD, CLEAR-| 
ING A PATH UP THE JAIL-HOUSE STEPSÍ WHEN HE 
REACHED THE TOP, HE TURNED TO THE SQUAD-CAR 


PARKED AT THE CURB... 


BRING THE 
N----R ON 
መመ UP! NOW, 
DJA GET KEEP BACK, 
‘Ut, SHERIFF?) LOOSE, HE'LL GET W/S т FOLKS! 
ሂረ A WHEN THE 7/#ድ 


GOMES! NOW 
STAND BACK, 

EVERYBODY... AN' 
WELL TAKE ЧМ 





THE DEPUTY LED COLLINS UP THE LONG FLIGHT OF STEPS! THE CROWD) MANK BARKER 


MOVED IN ON THE FRIGHTENED, DARK-SKINNED PRISONER... SHOUTING 


PROFANITIES CURSING, THREATENING ... 
WHAT'D HE DO, 


SOMEBODY LET 90 AT COLLINS AS 
HE PASSED, AND THE SPITTLE RAN 
DOWN HIS CHEEK! IT LOOKED LIKE 
НЕ WAS CRYING! THE SHERIFF |. 
IGNORED THE INDIGNITY... 


UNE 


RALLY THEY GOT THE PRISONER 
INSIDE THE JAILHOUSE ... 


SEEN ТМ NEAR 
THE SCENE ОҒ 
THE CRIME BOUT 
MINUTE fd THE TIME IT. 
W^ хм» FOR 

SURES AND A 

WHO says <] 


T 

BĘ Ą 

à PASZ Y 
ШАҚ 5 1 


WE BETTER LOCA 
AND BOLT THE 
our THERE'S 00015? THEY 
WIOHTY RiLED MAY TRY | 
SOMETHIN’ : 








THE JAIL-HOUSE DOORS WERE BOLTED SHUT, AND 
OUTSIDE, THE GROWD GONTINUED TO MILL ABOUTY 


SOON, ANOTHER SIREN WAILED AND A BLACK LIM- 
OUSINE PULLED UP... 


TAKE IT EASY FOLKS! 
THE TRIAL'LL COME 
OFF JUST AS SOON AS 
WE GET OUR CASE 
TOGETHER! 


YOU AIN'T GONNA 
SACZ AROUND.) THINGS UP 


А ВТ, Y'KNOW!, 








FREDERICK MOORE REACHED THE TOP ОҒ THE JAIL- 
HOUSE STEPS AND TURNED TO FACE THE GATHERED 
TOWNSFOLK.... 

NOW, WHY DONT YOU 444 
60 ON HOMES YOU CAN'T 

DO ANYTHING HANGING 

AROUND HERES THE 

ŁAW'LL HANDLE THINGS! 

60 ON! AZZ OF You! 


THOUGHT THEYD | SHERIFF? WELL, |I AGREE! МЕТА 
TRY АМ LYNCH / THERE'LL BE MO 


OF TROUBLE IF THEY 
HUNG AROUND f 


HUH? WHADDYA YEAH..HE PROBABLY 2/2/ 
MEAN? WHAT'S 


COULD TEAR ОШ? 


COLLINS TO SHREDS! WHAT HAVE 
WE 607...ТНЕ TESTIMONY OF ONE 

MAN WHO MERELY PLACES COLLINS 
IN THE VICINITY AT THE TIME? EVEN 


IF МЕ COULD PROVE MOTIVE.. 


BUT A SMART CRIMINAL LAWYER 
AGAINST | N—-R'S AS GUILTY AS 


THEY BEGAN TO MOVE OFF! А FEW AT FIRST... THEN 

MORE AND MORE! SOON, THE JAIL-HOUSE STEPS 

WERE ALMOST DESERTED... 
OPEN UP, DAWSON! 


5 OH..MOORE' OKAY f 
ME..FRED MOORE! THE D.A. 


JUST A MINUTE f, 


[[[ 


| 


S..SURE, FRED! 
GERTAIN OF 
THAT, DAWSON! 


TILL TELL vou мно! 
THERE'S А LAWYER... 
SINS HE AIN'T GONNA FROM SOME C/V/L 
GET AWAY WITH IT! Ui LIBERTIES ORGAN- 
WHO...WHOD DEFEND JE] /ZATION..ON HIS WAY 


HM ANYWAY? WOW THOSE GUYS 27 


LISTEN, MOORE / THAT 





THEN WE OUGHT TO LET 
OWN WAY... THE CROWD GET Чм 
ONLY I WARN / BEFORE HE GOES 
YOU! THIS TO TRIAL! 
Д CASE ISN'T < S'HELP MEILL 
WE FEEL НЕ N PROSECUTE YOU) 
DID IT, HE'S FOR FA/LURE TO 
INNOCENT UNLESS THEY % DO YOUR DUTY ^ 
UNTIL PROVED CAN PROVE HE 
GUILTY A. 


1 
Exe d Pee му P SEAT UE OKAY! I'LL SNEAK 'IM THEY'VE GOT A PRETTY 
HOUSE, MOORE | WHAT CAN STAY THERE TILL THERE 7ON/G6AT/LET |STRONG JAIL THERE,DAWSO! 
DO YOU WANT ME ТО DO, THE BOYS OVER THERE/ THEY WON'T HAVE TO DO 


2 WORRY ABOUT НІМ? MUCH WORRYIN'! IT'S US / 
NON EN DEI M e WE GOT THE WORRIES! WE 
|М GOT А CASE TO PRESENT f 
д = AND IT DOESN'T LOOK TOO 
:: LIE dap 
P 4 á ` 
< a m A | - 2112 
| | 3 и A 
DI ድ i h 


THAT NIGHT, A SQUAD-CAR PULLED UP TO THE REAR OF 
THE JAIL-HOUSE, AND THE PRISONER WAS HUSTLED 
OUT TO IT... 


WHERE WE TANIN’ 
"IM, SHERIFF? 





YOU'RE MIGHTY LUCKY, 
COLLINS! WE JUS’ GOT J STRUNG YOU. 





THE NEXT DAY, THE LAWYER FROM. THAT WAS NO! THE DAS: 
OUT-OF-TOWN ARRIVED UPON THE JA VERY WISE FOR АУ PART, 2 
THING TO Ае tj то ще T 
4 DQ SHERIFF 7 Са UP, INE THE 7£57/- 
ዘዬ ANT HERE! || yas IT YOUR | LAST WIGHT 7 ሹን MOWY OF THIS 
HES GUILTY... MAN, HAWK 
BARKERS 


COLLINS 15 GUILTY. HE PRACTI- 
GENTLEMEN! I HAVE ' 
DO YOU HAVE ANY | SPOKEN TO му CLIENT, perte cC Bae 
STATEMENT MR. COLLINS..AND I HAVE IS GONNA GET /#W OFF! NOT 
ТО MAKE TO THE / EXAMINED THE TESTINONY / WHILE ТМ SHERIFF? 
PRESS 2 I Ам CONVINCED OF HiS е 
г INNOCENCE AND WILL PROVE 
ІТ АТ THE TRIAL! 





WHATCHA GONNA DO, | LET'S HEAR SHUT UP 
SHERIFF? AUN? // /T, SHERIFF! d AND DRIVES 


HAS SOMETHIN' UP / SOMETHIN’ UP 
НІЗ SLEEVE 7 _/ MY SLEEVE, 700” 
y WO W----F-LOVIN* 
Gami (LAWYERS GONNA 


THEY STARTED BACK IN SILENCE ؟‎ 
GOLLINS SAT, HANDOUFFED, 
LET'S 60,6 T BETWEEN SHERIFF DAWSON AND 
MUSTN'T መ] ONE DEPUTY! THE OTHER DEPUTY 
COURT WAITIN ” 4 ሄ DROVE FINALLY... 
STOP THEY 
ል CAR, PHIL! /( 


THE SQUAD-CAR ROLLED TO A STOPY THE RAIN CON- 
TINUED TO POUR DOWN... p 
GET OUT AND SEE WHATS SW Y-YEAH, SHERIFF! 
WRONG, JED! І THINK WE SURE! SURE ^ HUH? You 
GOTA FLAT” TAKE А A> с LETTIN' "IM 


== 


Т. 





Dawson SHOVED COLLINS OUT OF THE CAR! THE DARK- 


SKINNED BOY SPRAWLED IN THE MUD! THE SHERIFF 
DREW HIS GUN AND GOCKED THE HAMMER. 


І SAID, GET GOIN’, 
YOU BLACK xx" 


THEY PICKED UP COLLINS AND DUMPED HIM IN THE 
BACK SEAT THEN THEY DROVE ON TO TOWN! THERE 
WAS A GROWD AROUND THE GOURT-HOUSE WHEN THEY 
ARRIVED! MOORE, THE D.A .,GAME TO THE CURB AS THEY 


HE'S IN THE BACK! I SHOT 
HIM WHILE HE WAS TAYIN" 
TO ESCAPES 


НЕ wAS LYING FACE DOWN IN A MUD- 
PUDDLE WHEN THEY CAME UP... 
YOU SAW HIM MAKE 
A BREAK FOR IT 
WHEN WE SŁOWED 
DOWN... DIDN'T 
YOU, JED... PHIL: 
YOU HEARD МЕ 
WARN нім 


HE KILLED THE WOMAN fCOLLINS 
WAS /AWOCEWT ^ INNOCENT 
А5 A BABY! WELL..TOO BAD 
HE ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE f 
WONDER WHAT CAUSED HIM £g 





Battered though he was, Ben Troy was alert 
enough to glance at the elevator button which 
the cop pressed. Despite the haze of pain forc- 
ing him back past the edge of unconsciousness, 
the captive Public Enemy caught sight of the 
number ”2” under the man's thumb. He 
groaned in agony and tossed frantically on 
the wheeled emergency sttetcher, but what he 
had seen kept thrumming through his fevered 
brain. The Police who had captured him when 
his car cracked-up ...they were taking him 
to a hospital room on the second floor. His 
luck was holding out! The second floor gave 
| him at least a whisper ot a chance to escape 
the hot seat awaiting his recovery from the 
accident! Two...two... TWO... with a 
break like this, he had an еуеп-сһапсс of a 
getaway! 


It seemed like aeons later that Ben Troy 
recovered consciousness. Only his right eye 
was free of bandages, and when he turned in 
the bed a stabbing pain shuddered through 
his body. He was able to move, agonizing 
though it was. . . those fool cops had neglected 
to strap him to his bed! They must've thought 
that car crackup put old Ben on she skids, he 
thought to himself. After Sing Sing and At- 
Janta, jumping-off from this cheese-box of a 
hospital oughtta be a тар! 


Slowly, gritting his teeth to keep a gasp 
of pain from escaping, he slid from the hos- 
pital bed and wobbled toward the single win- 
dow ar the far side of the darkened room. He 
turned once and listened to the voices whis- 
pering ourside the door. Two of them, he 
Bloated... swo cops stationed outside! That 
dimwit District Attorney's crazy to think 


THAT'S enough to keep Ben Troy from es- 
caping! | 
With painstaking care he opened the 
room's only window. It was pitch-black out- 
side... he couldn't see a foot beyond the sill. 
Bur what Ben 0644 see made him chuckle in- 
wardly. The window was smbarred/ АП he 
had to do was get out on chat sill and drop 
to the ground! With teeth grinding into his | 
lower lip to keep from crying out in pain, he 
clambered ponderously into the space left by 
the open window. Nothing was visible below | 
him in the murkiness outside... must be a 
narrow inner court, he decided! Perfect spot 
for his jump-off! Enclosed as it was, his descent 
would never be heard! He could probably 
find a door and force his way out before they | 
еуег suspected that he was gone! 


He drew a deep breath and relaxed his grip 
on the window sill, feeling the air rush up 
to meet him as he dropped. Second floor, he 
gloated .. . all ГИ get із a little mussing wp! 
Lucky those perks didn't know I realized bow 
close to the ground I was! 


. . . . . 


The bald police officer looked at his wrist- 
watch. 

“Wow!” he exclaimed. "Time sure passed 
while we gassed out here! We better get this 
Troy character back to the receiving room. 
Why we gotta keep moving him around this | 
hospital is something ГИ never understand!" 

The bald-headed officer turned the knob of | 
the door he had been guarding and, followed 
by the other policeman, stepped into Room 
teh elses 





YOU'LL BE JARRED BY THE STARTLING WIND-UP ТО ТН/5 


[(сомме, BART? )/ YOU GO AHEAD,JACK! I'M GOING 
Й\ TO HANG AROUND! I WASN'T 
е 7 PLEASED WITH CAMERA ONE'S 


сом ? 
7 3 ТА PICTURE, TONIGHT THINK I'LL 
7, d TRY AND ALIGN IT BETTER f 


SZJ 


CTION YARN! 


THE NIGHT'S TRANSMISSION TIME WAS OVER AND EVERY- 
ONE HAD GONE HOME! JACK WAS THE LAST TO LEAVE! 
I WENT OUT ONTO THE SOUND STAGE AND ROLLED 

CAMERA ONE OVER TO THE CONTROL ROOM WINDOW? 
I POINTED IT AT MY SEAT INSIDE AND FOCUSED CARE- 


FULLY... 


YOU MADE THE MAYOR'S WIFE LOOK Е 
LIKE SHE WEIGHED THREE HUNDRED || 


| POUNDS TONIGHT, BABY! SHE'S £47, 


BUT NOT 7HAT FAT! YOU NEED J 








THEN 1 WENT INTO THE CONTROL ROOM! І SAT 
DOWN AT THE MONITOR-PANEL AND FLIPPED ON 
CAMERA ONE'S MONITOR-SGREEN" THEN I CUT IN 





I WENT OUT TO THE GAMERA AND INCREASED THE VERTI- 
CAL DRIVE! THEN 1 CHECKED THE LINEARITY AND 
RETURNED TO MY SEAT... 





THE УШСЕ AND DROPPED THE TRANSMITTER 
HOOK-UP SO THE IMAGE WOULDN'T GO OUT OVER 
THE AIR" PRETTY SOON MY OWN SAD PUSS 
APPEARED ON THE PANEL... 


BOY, YOU 20 NEED ADJUSTING, BABY! 
I LOOK LIKE I JUST GOT SLAMMED 


ON THE HEAD WITH ል SŁEDGE-AAMMER", 


THE FACE ON GAMERA ONE'S MON- 
ITOR-TUBE WAS NOT МУ FACE" IT 
WAS THE FACE OF A BEAUTIFUL 
GIRL... 

HEY? WHAT S THE BIG 

IDEA.” SOMEBODY TRYIN' 





I FLIGKED ON THE GONTROL 
ROOM MIKE AND STUDIO Р.А. 
SYSTEM! МҮ VOIGE EGHOED. 
THROUGH THE DESERTED STUDIO... 


I was LOSING MY TEMPER FAST! 
FIRST THAT GORGEOUS FAGE..AND 
NOW SOME JIVE DOUBLE-TALK... 





፲ COULDN'T FIGURE IT OUT CAMERA ONE WAS 'ON'/ 
I COULD TELL BY THE GLOWING RED LIGHT ON THE 
ТОР" AND IT WAS POINTED DIRECTLY AT МЕ“ YET, THE 
MONITOR IN THE CONTROL ROOM CARRIED THE 
PICTURE OF THAT LUSCIOUS BABE” I PINCHED 
MYSELF £ I FIGURED I MUST BE DREAMING... 
OUCH 9 QUAD-NORT- DOR-VON- 
GOST-DU- MALA- BOD ? 








No! т WAS WIDE AWAKE! SOMETHING FREAKISH WAS 
TAKING PLAGE‘ UNLESS SOMEBODY'D DELIBERATELY 
REWIRED THE MONITOR-BOARD, THIS THING WAS 
IMPOSSIBLE ' BUT I NEARLY TORE THE PLACE APART 
WHEN SHE STARTED TALKING ENGLISH... 


WHO... ARE.. YOU? T... AM... LARA. 





VIEW- GRAPH... ENGINEER... 78287 THIRD. 








Вот SHE JUST KEPT ON TALKING! 
AND SHE WAS DEAD SERIOUS... 
| OPERATION ..OF...INTER- > 
PLANETARY COMMUNICA- 

S... NOT..FOOLING. 


LENGTH! IDENTIFY. 
YOURSELF 


THIS IS T.V. ENGINEER 


BART THOMPSON. 


STATION WZYR-TV. 


PLANET EARTH... 


SALARY $73.50 PER... 
AND I'LL AWOCK 
YOUR BOYFRIEND'S 
HEAD OFF WHEN I 
ir SET AHOLD OF... 


EARTH LIKE HE'S ነ7 EARTH? IN 
GONNA BE ሪሪ/ኖ/ድጋሓ WHAT SOLAR 
SIX FEET UNDER: SYSTEM IS 
LOOK НЕВЕ, JACK! 





ІМ THE SOLAR 
SYSTEM WITH 
THE W/NE 
PLANETS... 
INCLUDING THE 
ONE WITH THE A/NG... 
WHICH IS JUST WHAT /А 
I'M GONNA DO TO 
YOUR NECK... ጋ 


THE OWE WITH 

THE RING BUT 
THAT IS 
IMPOSSIBLE ^, 


IT 


IS THE SIXTH 


LANET FROM 
THE STAR? 


THAT'S RIGHT” 
‘AND I'M ON THE 
THIRR..EARTHP 
SAY! IS THIS А 
JOKE OR 

ISN'T та 


STATION WZYR- 
TV...SALARY 
$73.50 PER! WE 

ARE E/GHTY 
LIGHT-YEARS 
APART? 





BUT I'M NOT EVI 


EN OBVIOUSLY, 
ІТ IS AN 
INTERSTELLAR 


ELECTRONIC 


SAY HOW COME I 
CAN UNDERSTAND ) SPEAK YOUR 
YOU? IF YOU'RE < LANGUAGE! I 
FROM SOME OTHER )SPEAK MY OWN 
WORLD,HOW COME y YOU HEARD IT 
You SPEAK BEFORE 7 т 
ENGLISH? ) HAVE AN AUTO- 
MATIC TRANSLATOR 
HOOKED UP” IT'S ል 
TYPE OF MECHANICAL- 
ELECTRIC BRAIN ^iv 
TRANSLATES OUR RESPEC- 
TIVE LANGUAGES FOR US" 








Lara WAS LOVELY” МЕ CHATTED 
FOR HALF THE NIGHT! SHE TOLD 
ME ALL ABOUT HER PLANET, AND 
I TOLD HER ALL ABOUT EARTH... 


Р1..1 LOVE YOU, 
LARA! I KNOW 





TRAVELS YOUR 
PEOPLE MAVE IT? 


BUT... YOU... YOU 
COULDN'T СОМЕ 
HERE, GOULD. 
LONG TIME ^ 
TEN... MAYBE 
FIFTEEN ROTA- 
TIONS OF YOUR 








THEN SHE WAS GONE! I CHECKED 
EVERYTHING CAREFULLY... NOTING 
EACH ADJUSTMENT OF THE EQUIP- 
MENT IN THE CONTROL ROOM THEN 
1 WENT HOME THE NEXT NIGHT... 


As SOON AS EVERYONE WAS GONE, 
I SET UP THE EQUIPMENT EXACTLY 
AS IT HAD BEEN THE PREVIOUS 
NIGHT! LARA CAME IN SHARP... 


DARLING" I WAS 
SO WORRIED...THAT... 
THAT IT WOULDN'T 
WORK AGAIN! Т 
THOUGHT ABOUT. 


OH, BARTS 

1 THOUGHT 

ABOUT YOU, 
Too! 


2 YOU DO THE] 
ም SAME! WE WILI 
TRY! GOOD-BYE!) 


THAT NIGHT I LEARNED THAT ŁARAJ 

SOCIETY HAD А MARR/AGE-FAMILY 

SET-UP ALSO... 
ሆ...ዞ YOU GAME 
TO EARTH, LARA... 
10 MARRY You! 


DEAREST? 
WE'LL SEE! 








WE WENT ON LIKE THAT FOR A YEAR! EVERY 
[NIGHT TD TALK TO LARA ACROSS THE VOID OF 
SPACE / WE FELL DESPERATELY AND PASSION- 
ATELY IN LOVE” I LONGED FOR HER! THEN, 


[ONE NIGHT... 


I HAVE WONDERFUL NEWS, 
DARLING ! ONE OF OUR SCIENTISTS. 
HAS JUST PERFECTED A MEW 
TYPE SPACE-DRIVE пт WOULD 
ONLY TAKE HALF A ROTATION. 
TO GET TO YOUR PLANET МОИ. 


WE STARTED BY MY TRANSMITTING 

MAPS OF EARTH TO LARA/ IT WAS 

INPORTANT THAT SHE KNOW 

EXACTLY WHERE TO LAND.. 
YOUVE GOT THE HEMISPHERE 
AND CONTINENT NOW HERE'S 
ል MORE DETAILED МАР OF THE 














I COULD STEAL 
THE EXPERIMENTAL 
ROCKET-SHIPÁ IF T 
GOT AWAY, THEY'D 
NEVER BE ABLE 
TO STOP ME... AND 
ID COME то You! 
BUT, IF I WERE 
CAUGHT...\T WOULD. 
MEAN MY LIFES 


< 





TD CHOSEN THE MOST BARREN 
AREA I COULD THINK OF FOR LARA 
TO COME DOWN IN! I WANTED TO 
KEEP THIS WHOLE THING QUIET! 
AFTER TWO WEEKS OF PLANNING 
AND PREPARATION... 


JUST COME DOWN 
AS WEAR TO THE 
BLINKING LIGHT. 
AS POSSIBLE ^. 
THAT'LL BE 


YOU IN..SIX 
MONTHS 
YOU CALL 
Іт? 


15 EMPTY X DO IT! BUT WE 
WITHOUT = 


EVERY; THING, 


WILL BE EASY’ -4 
TILL WE MEET... 


THE NEXT NIGHT, I TRIED TO MAKE CONTACT WITH 
LARA...BUT SHE DIDN'T COME ІМ” I KNEW SHE WAS ON 
HER WAY 7 THE NEXT SIX MONTHS WERE SHEER AGONY.. 
THE AGONY OF WAITING! FINALLY, THE TIME DREW 
NEAR... 


I BORROWED IT! I GAVE THE ARMY A TALL STORY 
ABOUT ANOTHER MOVIE STAR AND DROVE OUT TO THE 
SALT-FLATS AS THE HOUR DREW NEAR, I STARTED 
FLASHING THE LIGHT INTO THE STAR-STUDDED SKY... 








ҮЕР 7 WE eor IT 
FROM THE ARMY / 
THEY SAID WE COULD 
HAVE IT ANYTIME f 


REMEMBER THAT JEEP 
WITH THE SEARCHLIGHT 
MOUNTED ON IT THAT 
WE USED WHEN THAT 
MOVIE STAR CAME TO 


HERE, LARA! RIGHT 
HERE, HONEY! 








RA'S ROCKET-SHIP DROPPED ТА! 
то тн 


HE SHIP CAME TO REST ABOUT A MILE AWAY f Г г — 
SPED ACROSS THE FLATS TOWARD IT, THE SEARCH- AS I NEARED LARA'S SHIP, A STRANGE THING BEGAN 
LIGHT ТВА! оо IT. WHAT А SHIP/WHAT d TO HAPPEN.. 

Y < А GAL TO FLY IT ALL ' x —] 


ALONE / Он, BABY, £ 
АМ I GONNA KISS 
U: 





HERE IS A TALE OF TENSION WITH SHEER, 
STARK HORROR IN ITS GRIPPING СЫМАХ! 





/7 MY 7 
SHE IS SPRUNG THE LIMB 
FROM THAT TREE FELL UPON 


ЕНЕ! PETITE HAS MANY TRAPS! DURING THE 
TRAPPING SEASON, НЕ SETS THEM OUT IN A 
ROUTE CALLED A 'TRAP-LINE IT TAKES MANY 
DAYS TO TRAVEL THIS TRAP-LINE AND COLLECT] 
THE ANIMALS THAT HAVE BECOME ENSNARED... 

WHAT WILL I DO? IT TAKES 4 
TWO MEW TO OPEN THE JAWS OF 
THE BEAR-TRAP! OWE BY HIMSELF 





IEY SE и 
T IS 700 BAD UNLESS 
I CAN GET SOMEONE TO 
HELP ME SET THE BEAR 
{ TRAP, THERE WILL BE NO 
BEAR SKINS FOR ME 


DUVAL WILL HELP 
МЕ! 1 WOULD DO THE 
SAME FOR //М/ 


THE BEAR-TRAP 15 А HUGE STEEL-JAWED AFFAIR" IN THE 

CENTER IS A SMALL FLAT DISC WHICH TRIGGERS THE SET 

TRAP f USUALLY THE ANIMAL STEPS UPON THIS TRIGGER, AND 

THE TRAP SNAPS SHUT BUT A BEAR-TRAP, BY NECESSITY, 

MUST ВЕ A HUGE ONI 
ፖ ቪ U-U-U-U-H/ ААН! IT IS USELESS 

FOR ME TO TRY TO PRY THE JAWS 

APART BY MYSELF! 


SS 
qu | 
x \ 


T : 


THIS TRIP! BUT 

STILL NO BEAR! 

THE TRAP МЕ SET / BEAR-TRAP... 
TOGETHER HAS SHE IS 


MARCEL f MY 
FRIEND! YOU 


^1 CATCH TREE-L/MB / NOW... 


I DO NOT KNOW WHAT TO 


Т WILL HELP YOU, ም ou/, MARGEL! BUT NOW, 


DO! I CANNOT RE-SET TRAP HENRI! WE BOTH YOU ARE 7/RED/ YOU 


ALONE! 


SET EACH OTHER'S WILL WANT TO REST 
BEAR-TRAPS WHEN ә AFTER YOUR TRAP- 
WINTER STARTED, à 

DID WE NOT? 





JOURNEY IS IT 2 
IVE FORGOTTEN f 


А FEW MILES FROM HENRI РЕТТЕЗ CABIN IS THE CABIN 
OF JAQUES SOUBRET..ANOTHER TRAPPER 7 JAQUES HAS 
ALWAYS HATED HENRI! HE HAS ALWAYS BEEN JEALOUS 
OF HENRI'S TRAP-TERRITORY / HENRIS TRAP-LINES 
HAVE ALWAYS PRODUCED MANY MORE PELTS THAN 
BAH! SEVEN PELTS/ THAT IS ALL 
2 FIND THIS TRIP! HARDLY ENOUGH 

TO PAY FOR MY FOOD” 





I. WONDER WHAT THOSE 
TWO ARE UP TO? I. WILL 
FOLLOW THEN AND SEES 


TORY 15 REGARDED AS SACRED! NO TRAPPER DARES 
LAY HIS TRAPS IN ANOTHERS TERRITORY! IT IS AN 
UNWRITTEN LAW... 
BUT IF HENRI PETITE WERE DEAD, 
т. COULD SET MY TRAPS IN A/S TERRE 
TORY ! WON DIEU, HOW т. PRAY 
FOR THAT DAY’ 


HERE ІТ IS, MARCEL! SEE 


HOW THE TREE-LIMB HAS 
FALLEN UPON THE RELEASE 


YES! WELL! 
COME! LET US 
RESET IT! 





WHEW! THINK OF WHAT WOULD 
HAPPEN IF A NAN WERE CAUGHT 
ИМ THIS THING HE WOULD 
увввннн” SACRE JUST A L/TTLE. 
DIEUZ THIS 13 A...GASR.. Щ GASP.. WORE... m PE По GET OUT. 
POWERFUL ONE” MARCEL wild V 2 


YOU ARE A/GHT, DO NOT WORRY, AS THE TWO FRIENDS BEGIN JAQUES RETURNS TO HIS CABIN... 
HENRI! JUST ВЕ MARCEL! L KNOW || THEIR RETURN JOURNEY, JAQUES MEANWHILE FORMULATING HIS 
CAREFUL YOU EXACTLY 2 SOUBRET EMERGES FROM HIS TREACHEROUS SCHEME. 
YOURSELF 00 / WHERE IT 15. | | WONG PLACE... IF T WERE TO MOVE. 

NOT STEP COME! LET US E WERE TO AA THE 


E 5 507 vou KNOW EXACTLY WHERE | | TRAP..JUST A Z/772£ WAY UP 
rom: 90; А ТВАР /5, ЕН, HENRI? WELL! THE _TRAIL...AND HENRI WERE 
I SURELY САМ F/X THATS ТО STEP IN IT...HE WOULD 
FREEZE TO DEATH BEFORE 
ANYONE M/SSED HIM! 





I MUST BE VERY CAREFUL NOT 


TO SPRING THE TRAR. WHILE I A 





REPEATING THIS MANEUVER ON THE 
OPPOSITE SIDE OF THE TRAIL, 
JAQUES SECURES THE TRAP TIGHTLY 
BETWEEN THE TWO TREI 

м TO HIDE THE 

НАР SO HENRI WILL 
| NOT SEE if 


| т DO NOT HEAR ANY THRASHING OR “қай 
GROWLING! АНН! NO LUCKY WELL! r 
WILL CHECK TO SEE IF THE TRAP 





፲፲..ፐ 15 № USI 
Г CANNOT OPEN THE TRAP 
GASP...I MUST WAIT FOR...GASP...SOMEONE TO.. 
casp..AESQUE ME! 





JAQUES! OM. 
Ц JAQUES! DIEU 
MERCI. 


TRAP IN THE ዳዩ 
FIRST PLACE? 


I.I WILL S7ARVE WITHOUT MY NY 
PACK! т. CANNOT PROTECT MYSELF... 
WITHOUT MY GUNS I WILL 
д DIE HERE! p 


JAQUES MOVES FROM HIS HIDING PLACE AND DRAGS НЕМА 





JAQUES? WHAT ARE Ч 
YOU DONE Р HELP МЕ? 


HELP MET, 


BECAUSE I WANT YOUR 
TRAP-LINES, HENRI ! 
THIS WILL LOOK LIKE 
AN UNFORTUNATE. 
ACCIDENT / THEY'LL 
THINK YOU WERE 


TRAP... AND IT 


I'M GLAD І DECIDED TO 
FOLLOW YOU TOSEE IF MY 
PLAN WORKED! I FORGOT 
ABOUT YOUR PACK AND GUN? 
WOW YOU WON'T BE ABLE ТО 
REACH THEM! WELL! БОМ JOUR, 
HENRI! PERHAPS А WILD CAT 
OR WOLF wiLL END YOUR 
SUFFERING...FAST/ 


FOR MANY HOURS, HENRI STRUGGLES IN VAIN TRY- 
ING TO FREE HIMSELF..TRYING TO REACH HIS KNAP- 
SACK! BUT HE KNOWS THAT IT IS USELESS/ НЕ 
THINKS OF THE MANY ANIMALS THAT МЕ HAS 
TRAPPED THIS WAY! А DAY PASSES! TWO! HUNGER 
GNAWS AT HENRÍS STOMACH. 





IT IS ABOUT HENR/ GIVE HIM 
PETITE! НЕ HAS NOT 


y ^ NOT COME... 
WE WILL LOOK 
FOR Him? 





SELF, HENRI? YOU HAD 
pa А KNIFE? 





